	


OUR CHURCH FAMILY
The weekly Update is also available on our website.  For those who do not have e-mail, you can access information about our members by calling the Phone Prayer Line, 343-2505.
Our New Year happy birthday wishes to Joyce De Haan as she celebrates her 84th birthday on Friday, January 6.
If you wish to send cheery greetings to Ray and Joyce De Haan please note their seasonal address:  30 Lakeshore Drive, South Haven, MI  49090

Sandy Siegfried was admitted to Bronson Lakeview Hospital 

(Paw Paw) for treatment just before Christmas.
I wish to thank all those who sent lovely cards and provided words of encouragement as I celebrated my 94th birthday.  Because of your thoughtfulness my birthday was even more special.    – Marian Dominik

I want to thank you for all your prayers, beautiful cards, and visits during my recent surgery and recovery.  Thank you also to those who provided meals for me when I returned home.  I am very grateful for this church family.                                                           – Carol Lanting

New e-mail address for Sonja Angell:  sangell214@charter.net
NEWS FOR FAMILIES
Children’s Bulletins - We offer two different Children’s Bulletins according to age groups:  3-6 and 7-12.  The bulletins can be found at the Welcome Center or please ask an usher.
small world Big Discoveries!  Small World Christian Preschool is located here at Third Church.  We offer morning classes for 3 year olds and 4 year olds.  Call the preschool, 344-4920 for more information. 
Attitude of Gratitude – Do you have an attitude of gratitude?  Celebrate being thankful on this week’s Kids Corner.  Kids Corner is a member of the HisKids.net alliance – working together to provide quality entertainment for kids that is Christ-centered and Bible-based.  Visit www.HisKids.net to find great Christian programs and music for kids.
Sleepless in Kalamazoo - On Friday, January 6 the GEMS will have a sleepover at Grace Christian Reformed Church.  Please eat supper before arriving.  A sleepwear fashion show, chocolate fountain and other activities are planned.  Parents, please pick up your GEMS(s) at 8:00 am on Saturday.

BIG NEWS FOR SMALL GROUPS
Our Prayer Ministry - The Intercessors Prayer Group gathers each Thursday afternoon in the church library to pray for our church ministries and congregation.  If you have a prayer request or praise that you would like to share, contact George Ossentjuk, 327-4595 or gossentj@sbcglobal.net.

Comical Artwork - Josephine Arispe is a small group of one.  She is making colorful piñatas out of the comic sections of newspapers.  So, after you have read the “funny papers,” please bring them to church and stack them on the pew in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 
Women’s Wednesday Bible Study begins its winter season on Wednesday, January 4 at 11:00 am.  We will meet in the Walnut Room.  In preparation read Exodus 3:1-15.
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sermons Online:  Please note our morning messages are available in audio form on our church website, www.3rdcrc.org.  Look on our website Home Page to access.
Office Closed:  Please note that the church office will be closed tomorrow, January 2.

Thank You!  Once again our Advent and Christmas worship was enriched by the gifts and contributions of so many members.  In particular we express our gratitude to our Visual Arts Team and to Carolyn Bertrand and the Festival Choir.  We were blessed to enter a sanctuary resplendent with the symbols of God’s great story and to hear the anthems of the choir telling the good news and glorifying God.

Sunday Evening Video Series:  Next Sunday we resume our Sunday Evening Fellowship with a winter video series on Becoming a Good Samaritan.  We presented this inspiring and provocative series in the fall as part of our Adult Discipleship ministry and want to present it now, with the encouragement and support of our deacons, as a Sunday evening series.  We will meet in the Walnut Room for the series in order to better facilitate discussion.  Each week will highlight an area of life today that gives us the opportunity to be a neighbor to people in need.

Discovery Small Group for New Members and Inquirers:  This small group is for those who are new to Third, whether you have decided you want to join our fellowship or are just exploring the possibility.  Pastors Ken Baker and Meg Jenista will lead a seven-week small group in the Council Room during the Sunday Morning Classes Hour )11:00 am to noon) beginning on January 15.  We would love to have you join us to learn “Everything You Wanted to Know about Third Church… and more!”  If you have questions, call the church office (343-2400) and ask to speak to one of the pastors. 

Position Opening:  We are accepting applications for the position of Technical Coordinator for Worship.  The person holding this part-time position is responsible for overseeing the technical (audio/visual) elements of our Sunday worship, including the recruiting, training and scheduling of persons working in the booth at each service.  Interested persons should contact Pastor Baker or Marcia Taylor (at the church office).

MICAH 6-8 CORNER (Justice & Mercy Opportunities)
A Hopeful New Year Begins!  Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes (KLF) will mark thirty years of community service in 2012.  KLF plans to move to their new facility at the corner of Portage Road and Jackson Street and will recommit to the organizational energy to food security within the community.  The new facility will have expanded refrigeration and food storage space and a more visible location.  On the wish list for January are canned fruits and vegetables.  Fresh produce donations are always accepted at the warehouse.  Remember, the grocery cart for Loaves and Fishes is located in the Fellowship Hall and can hold any food at any time.

Seven Secrets for Success in the Workplace – Dr. Schuringa shares secrets from his new book on the Christian work ethic to help anyone advance in the workplace.  Go to www.cbi.fm (WPNW 1260 AM on Sunday at 10:40 am) to listen to Crossroad Connection – a restorative justice ministry of Crossroad Bible Institute.
THE JANUARY SERIES OF CALVIN COLLEGE
coming back to Third Church

The award-winning non-day lecture series of Calvin College will be broadcast live at our church in January – weekdays, January 4-24, 12:30-1:30 pm, in the sanctuary.  Admission is free.  For a complete roster of the4 outstanding speakers scheduled for this series, go to www.calvin.edu/january.  If you would life to assist in any way with promoting this event, please contact the church office.
STAFF
Rev. Kenneth Baker, Minister of Worship and Discipleship

Rev. Meg Jenista, Minister of Witness and Community Life

Bryan Keeley, Youth Pastor

Cyndee Viel, Director, Children's Ministries and Kids Hope USA

Joy Koning, Worship Coordinator

Marcia Taylor, Administrative Assistant

Mary Jager, Custodian
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MEMBERS SERVING FOR WORSHIP
Elders Greeting Today Before 9:30 am & 6:00 pm
Dave Wagner, Margaret Bosch
Elders Greeting Today After 9:30 am & 6:00 pm
Carolyn Osterhouse, Jim English
Elders Greeting Next Week Before 9:30 am & 6:00 pm
Kevin Witte, Dave Bierenga
Elders Greeting Next Week After 9:30 am & 6:00 pm
Ed Overbeck, Rena Hasseler
Little Children Care Ministers Today: 
9:30 am:  Nathan and Trisha Batts, Kevin and Laura Osborne 
6:00 pm:  No Sunday Evening Fellowship
Little Children Care Ministers Next Week:    
9:30 am:  Kevin and Shari Witte, Patty Gruizinga, Matt Gruizinga
6:00 pm:  Randy and Christy Dyk
Worship Center Today:  No Class
Worship Center Next Week:  Madelyn Batts, Jessica Bouma, 

Audrey Bouma
11:00 am Little Children Care Today:  No Class    
11:00 am Little Children Care Next Week:  Jenny Van Kampen
Prayer Ministers Today:  Jack Vandermay, Jelene Van Dyk
Next Week:  Dave Bierenga, Mary Jane Baylor
Usher Assignment This Week:  John and Jane Buttery, Bill Persons
Next Week:  John and Jane Buttery, Bill Persons
Deacons Collecting This Week:  Peggy Link, Dan Schrik, 
Rose Wolbers, Mike Kakabeeke, Dean Van Loo
Deacons Collecting Next Week:  Peggy Link, Steve Dyk, Bruce Davis, Rose Wolbers, Tom De Kraker
PM Song Leader This Week:  No Evening Fellowship
PM Song Leader Next Week:  Dave Bierenga  

Tech Support This Week am:  Gus Gustafson, Matt Gruizinga, 
Mike Oostindie
6:00 pm:  No Sunday Evening Fellowship
Tech Support Next Week am:  To Be Announced
6:00 pm:  To Be Announced
Coffee Hour Servers Next Week:  Josephine Arispe
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THIRD CHURCH UPDATE
January 1, 2012
THIS WEEK'S OPPORTUNITIES
TODAY


8:30 am
Inter Gen Praise Team and Band Rehearsal

9:30 am 
Morning Worship – New Year’s Day - Communion 

    6:00 pm
No Evening Fellowship 


Thank Offering:  Benevolence Fund
MONDAY


Church Office Closed
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

    11:00 am
Women’s Bible Study (Walnut Room)


    12:30 pm
January Series (Sanctuary)
THURSDAY

    12:00 pm
Intercessors

    12:30 pm
January Series (Sanctuary)

      7:15 pm
Visual Arts

      7:30 pm
Praise Band


7:30 pm
Praise Team C

FRIDAY
   12:30 pm
January Series (Sanctuary)   
     7:00 pm
GEMS Sleepover (Grace CRC)
SATURDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

8:30 am
Praise Team C and Praise Band Rehearsal


9:30 am
Morning Worship 
    11:00 am
Sunday Morning Classes

      6:00 pm
Evening Fellowship (Walnut Room)
Thank Offering:

January 8
am & pm
Kalamazoo Deacons’ Conference
January 15

am & pm
Youth Unlimited



















